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mysteries. It follows naturally that with a paramount
authority so close at hand, and so constantly meddling
irresistibly, no man can act with independence or on his
own judgment ; he must obtain the proper sanction of
theology for all that he wants to do. Theolog.y is thus the
most essential and comprehensive of all sciences., since it
teaches men how to obtain the sanction without which
no step in advance, however useful or expedient, can be ven-
tured upon by mankind. An ethical reform, a sanitary im-
provement, a new medicine, any useful discovery or moral
axiom, must first be presented at the court of the gods before
it can be received into society ; and the priest acts as Lord
Chamberlain. Moreover, it constantly happens, as in mundane
courts, that disagreeable and immoral candidates for court
favour get presented by help of -powerful patronage; certain
practices and rights are introduced and sanctioned by theology
which run directly counter to elementary morality and even to
a sense of natural expediency. The excuse is that it has been
the gods* good pleasure to ordain and sanction these practices;
but it will almost alwa3rs be found that they are really founded
upon some selfish material interests, and are not, as they are
usually supposed to be, merely whimsical superstitions as to
what will please the gods, or as to what is right and proper.

In short, all novelties and changes, whether the move be for-
ward or backward, must be tmdertaken by theological word of
command, and the gods get the credit or discredit. Perhaps
the best example of a selfish device obtaining vogue under the
cloak of a necessary rite is afforded by the famous practice of
a widow becoming sati, or burning herself alive with her dead
husband, which is undoubtedly, as Sir H. Maine has pointed out,
connected with the desire of the husband's family to get rid of
her right, if she is childless, to a tenancy for life upon her hus-
band's land. Among the great families it is also connected,
as may be easily observed still in certain parts of India,
with the wish of an heir to * employ this simple plan of
freeing himself from many inconveniences and incurabrances
entailed upon him by the bequest of a number of step-mothers
cannot marry again. Other instances might be given;